Three kiwis for missionaries under the sky,
Headed for Chambri and their hearts of stone,
Bringing life for Mortal Men doomed to die,
None for the Dark Lord on his dark throne

In the Land of Chambri where the Shadows lie.
One King to rule them all, ©&eam to find them,

One King to bring them all and in the lightness bind them

In the Land of Chambri where the Shadows lie.

There and Back Again
A missionaryods

By
Aidi Balzat
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4.30am is a pretty early stagspecially on a Saturday, and after
only a small amount of sleep the night before. Still, a surprising
amount of people managed to show up. Aaron started the trip
extremely well by waking up an hour late. A huge farewell onal
came to the airport, the Balzats, Nancy, the McGlashans, Indi and
Stephen, and Will, Sean, Lauree and Alexia from Beach Mission.
After waiting in queues for ages we wandered over to the place
where you wait to walk down that tunnel and do the passport
st uf f . Waiting is one of the
to leave the country for three weeks. Finally after a couple of
photos we went down the tunnel
stuffd. We waved one | ast wave
boarded our plane. Since it was the second half of a flight from LA
we had thé | s$gddc¢i & n-peesoralacrearssomwe 0
could choose to watch TV, a movie, or play games. We chose to
watch O6Welcome to the Jungst ed.
have looked hungry because the attendant gave us first a hot
breakfast, then a cold one. So we arrived in Brisbane, sent a few
txts to various people to let them know we had arrived safely and
proceeded through custorr®r some reason we can never egea
gueues. Lee McGregor and the McCauleys met us at the airport
and we collected our rental car and tried to find our way out of the
airport car park. The air is so stifling herducky the car has air
conditioning. So we drove around Brisbane, trying torfd our

way, but gave in and phone the
then caught up with us and led the way. Lucky for us their house
had airconditioning too. After a bite to eat we headed out again,

to visit the Byrnes and to make a quick trip to KoorongVe

dr opped Lee home and went back
we began to shrivel up we decided to get out and eat tea. After
sending emails home we piled into their cdr along with both Lee

and Cynthia- and went to some peoples house from their church

for a youth group event. After two more swims in their pool and
some devotions and 6Valentines?®

wor st

to retire. Although it was only 10.30, it was 1.30, even closer to 2 in
NZ time by the time we got backwhich would mean that inthe

| ast 44 hours | have only had
jungle life-where you have 12 hrs of daylight...and you sleep for
the other twelve. Ahh, wedre
PNG, so | might as well fill some of them with swee
unconsciousness. | must say thougts amazing how quickly you
start missing thingsé
t ngs to do when
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15th Feb 2004 t he beach, | aughing at the shoes o
brilliant here. After meeting 3 nationals, Elias the Pastof the

In all seriousness, this is an oven. No kidding whatsoever. church at Chambriand the 4 Americans, we sat in the mission

Australia was bad enough, but stepping out of an-aip nditioned house we are renting for the ti me
plane and onto Niuginian sd is like walking out of a fridge into drinking water by the gallon. Ther
anoven. 30+ degrees. Even at 10pm it is hot. Sitting down, doing agesemost of them are in tlheir 400
not hing, inside, you sweat. So Sa dlsd motthe Uyl orikEn gae sstaumya , 1 b uyte art s, a
pretty close. Moving along...we left Brisbane at166® nt 61 asat t he Seaviewéwhich is just that,
t xtsd t o farmilyandfiewd ewaanRNG. The standard Seaviewéand had a decent steak mea
of planes dropped consistently. From personal screens, radios, back down the road. There are no glass windows. Just metal bars

pillows, instant service, two breakfasts efc, to radio and footrest, and netting to keep the mozzies out. Well there are louvers too,

thento only a fold out table and watebut not in a glass, dripping but they hardly count as glass windows. But who in their right
onourheadsve | | on Aaronds anyway. Y enind woddainstall glass winddws in @ countgy like this? The air

my hat with one of the waterproof headrest things inside it moves way too slow for it to be a sensible idea. You can hear

catching the water. Travelling is so fud So we arrived in Port everyhi ng t hrough them thoughéthe ho.l
Moresby and felt rather out of tpgethecandyoueanearpeopld thlling wext Hopr, pedple t e

people and the only peple with clean white teeth. Everyone here snhoring, countless fans going and insects chirping. PNG is

chews buai, or betel nut. You cansmell it and see it everywhere absolutely fantastic.

and itds not that pleasant. I't makes their mouths all red and the

spit it out onto the footpath and makes themred too. | guess it

takes a bit of gtting used to. We were waiting to meet the

Americans at the airport, but as it drew ever closer to boarding

time, they stil!]l hadnét turned up. Following Fredds advice we jus
got onto the plane, thinking that they were either late and we were

early, or trey were early and we were late. As it turned out, they

had got there earlier, had flown to Wewak, wondering where we

were, and were pretty worried. So worried in fact, that they went

surfing. But they met us at the airport with the truck. So we

loaded ourgear onto the back of it and climbed in. | nearly fell out

onthe way in. My sarong caught on something and | had to jump

down quickly. But all was well él was just typically starting on
the wrong foot. It was awesome arriving. We all piled onto the

backof the Ute and growled off down the street in a cloud of dust.

Waving to all the nationals, looking at the houses, the palm trees,



16' Feb. Wednesday, or we may be able to fly in then take a small canhoe
trip on Thursday. Everyone is realising the truth in proverbs 16:9

Time is definitely NOT of the essence here. Aftewaking OA mands heart plans his way, but

countless times in the night, sitting around talking and singing for many plans have we made and abando
countless minutes, we jumped in the truck and headed off to the to plan 6F&d or 0G©Od. Wel lgonnwes a Or e
bank to exchange some money. We were expecting a long went to the beach. The water is wa

waitébut not 40mins. But fckhe t haxpeged,ibst its relativdlysalng snoethsand pvélles smeothas. B
home there would be no end of cyonpdlali ngetyg) mautwihred,e,6yethadl®so lwhtad |

you do if youdre in a queue. T hautrofendwderen and they dugp yeu Haed. Diner ad pasta, We | | t he
sswe went shopping for food in trhaede ulpyrmar&rd . Aaroaunévaonud daadytone el
believe how fun that can be. Pushing a trolley whose wieell stirred itéit was filling, but nic
swivel down crowded aisles around boxes, and trying not to Dominob6s is actually a very amusin
breathe through your nose while being laughed at when you try to something new everyday. Froriagm my r o
dodge boxes and people and end up having to jump is really fun. yet, but its bound to start soon. The crickets are still chirping, and

The smell takes a fair bitouof gteetpeoplensgll takinge@h, did d reestisnghe doigs? Ldstyightv h e n

first go in. | think it must be the buai. And then all the prices are every dog in Wewak took part in a howling competition at an

in kina, so you have to conver tinsane hotroAhhklfewoesatlo | | ar sébut its fairly
easy, because thereds 2 kina to a dollar. Sitting in the back of

truck chewing a warm bun makes you feel likene of the

nationals. And its unbelievable how friendly people are. | think

the stories | heard before coming made me slightly apprehensive
of people, but the stories are untrue. They may chew buai, have a

slightly scruffy appeaeaanceébut that doesndt really
anythingéthey are friendly, friendlier than some anyway. Whe n
driving along roads people yell out O6apinund, and you yell back
6apinunod. |l tds polite. And it means afternoon. I n the morning you
yell O&6moningd. Which meanse morning. And ités pronounced th

same way. Its truly a beautiful country. Our team of white people

is seven at presentémyself f, Aar on, Fred, David Sitton, David
Gaunt, Ross Russell and Ron Brennan. Mark from Christian

Books Melanesia is a regular visitor and may also accompany us to

Chambr i . MAF candét fly wus in to Chambri because of the airstrip
there, so wedbre either facing a long and bouncy ride in a PMV to

place AGES away from here, then aBour canoetrip upriver on



17 Feb amount of time thoughéthe hot sun,
managed to get back tthe house for luncha decent lunch it was

Welbwe still arendt 100% sur e ho wo,papdya bread, cdcanut, ¢ineapgle and cuayreber. Blias and

Chambri, but at the moment the plan is to take a PMV ride then a Josie were there for lunch too and later some other nationals came.

Shr canoe trip on Thursday. Butl 6ds pmansngr Boa@wt sl awoawver ything m
handséGod can easily change t hetmhawgh nt h €ldoaié goulthsit arpusel attdaytand itt h e

market. Josiecamevi t h uséJosie is a r e alwouyldba nocmal Theaetaie comstahtly de@ple goming over to see

who |lives in Wewak and comes ovRaviedveSiytdtaoy® schred ctaanemeva tt husus | t 6 s

to the market and managed to help us get lower prices for papaya, = where everything moves soo fast in comparison. In the afternoon
coconut, pineapple and bananas. The markets are intownonaflat we piled into the truck again and took Elias back to his house in

areainthedrece unébut its not <concr et ethe@Chamdriaattiener im Wewak. Ve n therChamberis come to
with so much rubbish on it you can barely walk witho ut stepping town, they all stay in the same ar
on something, let alone sit onthe ground and sell things. regularly come to Wewak have a place where they stay. Then we

went to the store, whichs owned by a church. We stocked up on

rice and crackers for the journey
gonna visit. Then we took Josie to her house. Her compound is

right next to the airport and its full of amazing things. We went

past her bBomsdedmdelydshas Davi dos
there, which we all had a turn playing. Then we met her daughters

Maggie and Stacie, and her other daughter Naomi was at the store

we visited. The compound also had some rusty me morabilia from

WW?2, trees lade n with mangoes, gorgeous little kids running

around, and giant potholes in the road that leave you wondering if

you stild]l have teeth. lts so beaut
were these little kids hanging in the trees and they were yelling at

us, telling us totake photos of them. Unfortunately everyone had

put their cameras away, and it was much too rough a ride to take

photos. But everything is so green
They depend on what they can rugby goalsél i magine the ground w
sell t houghépl asdtoincdt pdh&yion asdeague. And the only people we saw
bags, 15 ,  Peanutswrapped on the field were school kids walking through it to get home by a
in tiny little parcels, dried guicker route. We have a rugby bal

fish, necklaces, carvingséthe sgrnedMd avakyestoa dma rofbitthe fvigleltag eng, u
to, but everything is so cheap. Shopping takes a considerable ar endhow utrreeydr e gonna use it. We ¢



to cook dinner. Curry chicken is on the menu and three of us were  will be the first of many. At least the beds are off the floor in this
in charge today. We put the chicken in the potto simmer, and houseéWwl be on the floor in the ju
soon we added some O6Chicken Tonighté. Then Aaron left the
kitchen to go dosomething else and David Gaunt and | were in

charge. Since it was curry chicken, we had gotten some curry

powder from the super market. When | wasndt watching, Davi d
put both packets inéonly to discover that it was full of bugs. I
it and got a spoon ahtried to pick out as many as possible. It was

soo funny. We fished out as many as we could then agreed not to

tellanyone. When the food was under control, we left it on the

stove on low heat and some of us went off to the beach to get

dumped by some mae waves. A national who had seen us there

the day before came back and brought his carving with him. He

had these really cool crocodiles, and most of us bought one. He

had a few other things too, but the crocodiles were top of

ever yone 6s Ickistathe tritleandphealded tiomb. a

There were still some bugs in the chicken and they had floated to

the top. Luckily no one saw it and we fished them out too.

Occasionally another one would float up and we constantly had to

keep fishing them out, but in he end we put heaps of black pepper

in to disguise it, So no one noticed. | mean, once we getto the

jungle, these bugs are gonna seem like nothing! | wonder what

wedre gonna have to eat apart from rice and fruit. Apparently the
fishis not verygoodovet her e at the momentéthe |l ake is high

and theydre all hiding in the grass so no one can catch them.
Hopeful ly t hesy edevenything Rexypegitve usé Ye & "B |
we spent the evening doing the normal, hanging around, talking,

comparing dangerous stole. The nor mal. Wedre go

those stories soon. Well, the crick and the d
are about to start round three of the howling competition. Lucky 0 A

for the screens that are on the win y ~ hereds be no
end of mozzies flyng around the house. As it is, there is now a : e

whole new meaning to 6dondt |l et the wonder if a

rat counts as a bug? | saw one in the kitchen today. | guess that




18' Feb Wednesday

5 days gone already! Crikey that was fast, despite the slowness of
pace around here. Well, today was much the same as all the other
days so far. David spertix hours trying to find the truck today.

Well, he found the truck fairly easily, but the driver of the truck

was a different story. You ask one person, they tell you of another
person, and it goes on and on, and around and around in circles.

The road is open. For about 99% of the trip anyway,®0 we 0 r e

told. And who knows what that means! While David was looking At this point in time we are fairly confident that we will be

for the truck we spent the day with Josie and Sam, another |l eaving for Chambri tomorrow. Wedr
natio nal brother. We went for a walk around the peninsula that because we dondét know how much hik
Wewak is situated on. We went up onto the council property on none of us really want to pack much, although our two Waharts

the top of the hilléthere are a (Aaumplne amfd d&wmrscsr)e tasanmidets evaayont hma ts ec d thi
have been Japanese buildings, ogl sia s ambsaesme Mto.r Aas htolues edayhagr ehwms
been built yet. From the top of the hill it looks like Mt the beach again, and it was a nicer temperature today, slightly

Maunganui. Only not quite as high. cooler and more refreshing. When we got back to the house the

We went down the hill andwalked as close to the water as the owners of the truck came and picked itup, sineee wondét be
road wentéwhich was stild]l a f a i meedingeitwiurimgeht nert & n an go0.daysiafter Kleaping upswie o p pi ng

to look at the fish and to take photos. Well, the jokes have started. walked up the road to the Seaview for what we initially thought
Now we have gotten to know each other reasonably well, the jokes  was an early dinner, but we being in PNG and all, and the

are beginningtoflav mor e freely. But | docoriplete dishegandkof timenhgre, it ok a fair wait. Bitttasted

under stands my humour . Hmm. | d@etypgbodweeszeh Hay ice wreamdAdthoug mithwas nowhere near

instance, on this walk there were a few graves. | was thinking to New Zealand quality. And it wasnot
myself O6this is the dead centr epowe rt oomntds .buButataltlhet e nearhe ,dointd tw
think it would have been tinny-well it would have been funny to the evening Aaron took out the telescope.dtew out a few of the

me, but nobody else would be laughing so | would be laughing neighbourséthe same ones who had b
alone again. Yea, then we sat around talking and sweating for a was hopping around on one foot trying to get water out of my ear.

while, and packed for the trip tomorrow. We all showed our photos of our families to everyone tonight. Its

quite interesting to see where everyon@mes from. Sam came
over tonight. He worked in New Zealand for two years with
YWAM and very nearly stayed. Butthen he came back to PNG
and got marriedand he brought his }jlear old son Bevan along
tonight to meet us. Everyone was busy packing their dtuf




PMV
to come
actually

stil | é-marts weWiastill having troubleJ Ou r
Earlybirddé is supposed

am. Like itds going to

the same. Jungle here we come.

19" Feb Thursday

8.30 wa the planned time. Everyone was packed and ready by
7.30. Josie arrived, Mar k arriv
truckd. 8.30 came and went.

t hrough Wewak trying to find
have any, tha he had some, then he had a lot, but the pump was
broken so he couldndt get it
wasting ages, we discovered that the truck actually had ple nty of
diesel, but the driver just wanted to take some extra along, which
hed dndt end up doing. So final/l
drove out to the Chambri settlement just outside town. We picked
up all the Chambris who needed to get home then turned around
and went back into town. The
is full. How many is full though?! At this point there were already
over 25 people in the truck. We picked up some more then drove
out of town. We passed the
dieseld and could not beluewyve
From both directions, the cars were lining up on the side of the
road, about 20 each way, which makedesst40 cars. We all had a
good laugh over that one. At the next intersection where we
should have turned left, the driver went right agairright back

into town. AGAIN.

SO

ou

dr

t

Josi

6The

8. 30
ready

and

tomorrow at
be e

be
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gyt 11 and
Finally, after an hour of picking people up, we headed left at the
intersection, up the hill, and on our way to the jungle. The PMV

darvfieabaut 15vmeope on egch of thentwoebsnshestagiaest the etige,u ¢ k
but even morecan sit on the floor. At the last count, there were 44

peopl e. Plus luggage. So it wasnot

petrjodursneys,o nb wthegemet hef gwsy dihdamdd th omi

nagresaively wionsé thoogh. From ddeae it arsseal with the h e
occasional potholea gravel, to puddles and finally to mud. The
truck kept chugging along the roads, stopping every now and
again to kick the drive shaft back into place, and once to fill up
with diesel from plastic bottles a
The actualt i p wasndt too bad. We stoppe
roadside markets, playing all sorts of games with the kids in the

truck, dozing, waving to people walking, well, dozing until it got

too rough to be comfortable. At about 4.30 the truck driver refused

to go any further and everyone piled out. Aimost everyone. The

team stayed in for some reason, all except for Aaron. He jumped

q



out with his bag and got the video camera out, but the truck ready by 7. Which means about 9. H
proceeded to do a Zibint turn and began backing down the road. Chambri tomorrow.

So Aaron was left with his backpack and the video camera while

we got a free trip around the corner. It was quite funny at the

time. Finally we all got out and unloaded all the ged#ine drums

included. David and Thomas (our national team member) were

inte nding to walk to Pagwi that night to sortout first a 4wd then a

canoe for tomorrowbs trip. So they went on ahead while we sorted
out how we were going to carry everything. The natio nals offered

to help though and they took the drums and the packs we couldndt
carry. After an hourds walk along the road the sun suddenly set
and we were at Jamah. The people kindly asked us to stay, and

David and Thomas were there too. They had decided (call it

provide nce) that it would have been foolish to separate the team

and sohad waited at the village for us. Half of us stayed in the

council mands house while the other half stayed in someone elseds
house. They are really well built housesell the one that we

stayed in anyway. They are high up off the ground by about 2
metres ad have a really nice floor made out of the bark of a tree.
They must cut around the base and at the top then peel it off,
because they are straight stri
woul d expect so itds comfortahb
under one of them singing, eating and talking with the people.
Again their friendliness is so, well, friendly. | was given a papaya
and a packet of rice. We ate the papaya for dinner but | gave the
rice to David G b-edl eotfsrece wappegls n6t hungry

in a banana |leaf with unknown O6thingsdéd in it. We had some kul au
fresh unripe coconut. The coconuts you buy in NZ are the mature

coconuts and the juice in those ones tastes nowhere near the juice

of the unripe ones. It tastes like its slightly carboted but its

sweet and refreshing. |l tds far better than water, but it doesndt
actually re-hydrate you. Thomas and Elias saw a 4wd go past and

luckily were standing right by the road so they stopped him and

he promised to come and get us in the morning. Se Wwave to be

bar k. And itds not as hard as

ps
le to sleep on. Anyway, we sat



20" Feb Friday straight into it. Little did he know that there was a log in it. So the
wheels were spinning and we were albping that the engine

7am the guy said. It camewe were all readyit went. 8 came, and would keep running, because there would have been no way we

went. We ended up having a wor sdouldghave goniteut of thereo BueAaronfgot thé leg olit and \we. 61tadl
behee by 9 definitelyd, we said. cdorsedhohudlbwnSded he, wevet [t oi sl evap
on my luggage for a while, then we went under one of the huts classify it as a road by. More of a mudisk. It was a fantastic trip

and performed some impromptu dramas that the kids absolutely the driver fully knew what he was doing and was really skilled at

loved. Especially when Fred was a monkey. | think everyone getting the truck through. So half of us got the easy trip while the

enjoyed that | went over and sat with them and they were others started walking. We got to Pagwi but then the driver

climbing all over me. Luckily one of them could speak English so demanded more moneyorelseheowu | dndét go pick up
she sort of interpreted for both sides. They told me they had never David told him he wouldndt give hi

seen a white person before. How unique does that make one feel?  the others. So after mucking around for a while he finally drove

They were sub cute little kids. They stare at you unblinking, and off and picked them up. They had walked 13 kms in the hot sun in

when you glance in their direction they get all shy and hide the heat of the day and were wgglad to see the truck. So we got a

behind the nearest person. Finally at about 12.30 the 4wd arrived. It canoe, loaded it up, beganto getin, but discovered it was too

was a fairly late model twin c¢ admalTSo weowarhedhll duugear golaraund the ognergfiig 6 s s o n
tookit for a spin with his fr ie ndsSepktFmaty theyhretynedwath aebiggertoneiand we all fittad in

control of themselves and rolled it. and headed off down thenighty Sepik. It was flooded so it was

moving pretty fast, and we had an outboard so we were gunning it
downriver. We turned off into a canal and the nationals found a
0shortcutd. Ther-bgsemdbranshesamuc h r ubb
leaves and the motor kept ¢ing. Occasionally the drivers had to

get out the paddles and push us through. Finally after working

through the networks of canals for two hours we got onto the

Lake. 10 minutes |l ater the wind pi
wavesao. So wethercseoo$tte dakle andalecideld e

against finding dry land to spend the night and the nationals told

the driver to O6give 06em sixtyd and

X

So ; . - there were crashing over the sides of the boat and we were all soaked through.

no s 3 = = windows, The nationals werepanicking, but | was enjoying it. We arrived at

no windscreen, broken speedometer, and no starter. Once we had  Chambri in the dark and waded through the reeds to the airstrip.
loaded all the gear on, we had to push start it. 6 of usgbila and Al t hough we couldndét see much at n
on the truck and we headed off down the road. Just before the frst of it had been cut so we werendot t

corner there was this big rut full of water so our crazy driver went land. We jumpedo ver a ditch and went into



few of us could fit in there though, so the other 5 went to 21 Feb Saturday

Bonifaceds house just next door. They cooked us a decent meal of
rice and soupit was just the thing after a long cold canoe trip. But We have been away a whole week already. It has passed pretty
we 0 r @éatteadd bnd Bope to sleep as long as possible tonight. quickly though. Today we got up at a reasonable time, and for

once we didndt have to hmtme everyt
We waited until the others roused the mselves and ambled over to

our house. Then we sat around having a little worship time as we

have most days and we discussed what the plan for the following

few days will be. We are planning to visit five othelribes over

the next week. So wedll |l eave here
back Saturday. We looked at the airstrip and realised why the
pilot couldndt Il and here. Some of

it. Different sections of it are owned by differenfamilies and its

their responsibility to look after their section of the strip and keep

it cut. So David is going to talk to Elias today and get him to tell

the nationals to cut the strip, because we want to fly out of here.

We went for a walk down the #ip to the Spirit House. Girls

arend6t allowed in so | hung back a
tree when they said | could come i
the third or fourth girl to go in, so | felt pretty privieged. The

building is quite amazing Apparently they spe nt twe nty years

building it. All the main posts are fully carved and painted and

there is amazing latticework holding the roof on. There are four

big benchestwo down each wall. They represent a Crocodile,

Flying Fox, Rat, andabirdt & m not too sure what
though. Each animal represents a clan. Some of the men showed

us their initiation scars. Their backs are covered in tiny scars cut

by a razor hlade in all these




patterns and it looks extremely painflu Last year David told them
the story about Saddam Hussein, how he blew up the trade
centres. In those stories he
time David updated the story, and his previous name for Saddam
turned out to be more correct than head imagined, because he

was found in arat hole. The nationals are scared to death of dying,

so David always tells them the stories because they know there is
a O6courtd after death and the
basically preached the gospel ihg Spirit House. How cool is
that? It was pretty amazing.
some lunch rice and soupand hung around reading, talking and
sleeping. The sun is so hot, you have no energy to do anything.
Later onin the afternoonwe decidk t o g o
went off to one somewhere in the bush, while | went to the girls
ohe. It wasndt running water,
everyone came back we got out some sports equipment. Aaron
brought a ball, we found a stick to im@vise as a bat, and taught
the Americans and the national kids badown. At first the kids
were really shy and didndét wa
became brave enough, we discovered that they are excellent ball

Owaswaso0.

handlers. They can sure hit that balExcept for when the good ole
2% shop ball split. Then we had to cover it with duct tape. But the
kids loved it, and soon we were all pretty exhausted. There are
plenty of animals here at the moment there are 7 puppies under
the house which keep us awal& night, a tiny little cat that is so
skinny it does nothing, chickens, dogs, and the occasional pig.
Aaron was given a spear and a spebrower and we were all
trying to throw it. Some of us were getting the technique quite
well (some of us me not included), and then it broke. So again,
we fixed it with duct tape. What would we do without it? We
went inside for another meal of rice and soup (which is actually 2
minute noodles mixed with the rice) and some smoked fish
tonighttoo. Then we sat around coparing accident stories. |
thought we had told them in Wewak, but no, people have more.

Then as we were keeping Eliasodo f
Ahh, will those puppies ever be quiet?!

called Saddam a 6mumutd or r at. So
y know theydve done wrong. So he
We wal ked back to Eliasd house for

The boys all

but at least it was <col d. Wh e n
nt to play, but when they finally

am

t



22" Feb 2004 6stuf f d makastsall EghiteWe yerd kindadored
tonight so we borrowed a pack of cards. | think we finally have
OHappy Birthday to mesendf2s!| ept runoutofgtories. Frst weeplayedaspades, but that got boring

chloroquine pills (malaria pil |l realyfaatySo we payd heartd. hiastthe frst game naturdlly, bua nd g o
up just in time for church. We all got introduced properly to the I t hi nk iba ahengoing thing,giot tne losing, but the

people who came to church, and then everyone sang happy game itsef a championship or something. Hopefully we can
birthday to me. It ds suelbtofa ne abringchd cardscalo ng white wesgata the other willaged. Tonight

pidgin songs, we did a couple of skits for them, and Ron preached.  was a relatively clear night we took the telescope out and Aaron

After the service everyone has to shake hands with everyone else.  setit up. Heaps of peple came out to look through it, but they

l dm not even going to start wortkadiga olitt hofw thmamyb lhea nesc avese t hey
shaken intotal. One of the national girls gave me aally nice look through it. It was a really nice daynice enough for my first

necklace that she made for me especially. We sat around under the 16" birthday anyway-the best18bi r t hday | dve ever h
house for about an hour, talking and staying in the shade, and then

we went up to the house fod you guessed i, rice surprise. Then | ] Ht
got a little cake/muesli bar with a candl@ext to it. So everyone ‘ ' (S
sang again, and we each got a piece of the cupcake. Then there was

a blue bag from mum and dad, and inside were 3 packets of . i?
starbursts and some lifesavers and jerky and crossword puzzles. e
Wedre going to e aaethemortimesWwienes slowly to s

we really do not want to eat rice. So we had some nice

supplements to our lunctollies, cake, and jerky. Definitely the

best meal so far. Sitting around seems to be the normal around

here, so we did, and when it got too hot inside/e went down

under the house again. We must have looked thirsty or something,

because we were all given a kulau. It was just what we needed.

After drinking it all I split it open with my knife. | was sitting on

the ground and all the nationals were watalig me and laughing.

Whatever | do they laugh. I dondt know why. Then the boys

played batdown again. This time they used a tennis balbut like

the other O0kiwid gifts, it split first hit. Dinner was rice surpr
again. It would be unbearable withoutthé magi ¢ poti ond. David G

brought a container that has six spices in #galt, pepper, cayenne,

seasoned salt, garlic powder and paprika. ltds depleting pretty f

though. At least we have a big bag of salt. But at the moment, the



